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Proudly serving the Huntsville community at the Captain Trey Wilbourn Model Airplane Field. 

P.O. Box 2163 Huntsville, AL  35804 June 2020 

 
 

Board of Directors 

President 
Bob Templeton       256-479-7378 

Vice-President 
Al Blair       269-277-0879 

Secretary  
Chris Pry       803-348-1179 

Treasurer 
Gene Hauck       256-684-5111 

Newsletter Editor 
Board of Directors (TBD)  

  

Committee Chairmen 

Field Maintenance 
Clint Bestor          besthome@peoplepc.com 

Programs 
Al Blair       269-277-0879 

Public Relations 
Bob Templeton       256-533-3316 

Safety 
Al Blair       269-277-0879 

Web Administrator  
Bob Templeton       256-479-7378 

  

Flight Instructors 

By Appointment: 

John Pieczynski                 256-651-6487 

John Tubb                        401-450-9669 

 

 
Wow! It’s been a crazy several months!  I’m glad that it appears 
that the club has stayed well and safe turning this time. Every 
time I was out at the field, everyone that was present adhered 
to physical distancing. Membership has even increased some 
recently and pilot traffic at the field has been fairly consistent.  
Please continue to observe the appropriate measures to keep 
yourself and fellow club members and visitors safe.  
 
Unfortunately, we’ve had incidents with biting pets and the 
board of directors felt it was necessary to take immediate 
action. We did not like implementing such a draconian 
response, but felt like it was in the best interest of the club, its 
members and visitors to the facilities.  As stated in a previous 
email to members, the appropriate signs have been placed at 
the pit entrances. To date, member reactions that I am aware 
of to this policy have been mixed about 60%-40% with the 
majority in favor of not allowing pets. I plan to have this as a 
topic for discussion at Tuesday’s meeting to get member 
feedback and suggestions on dealing with the issues.  
 
We will be hosting a club meeting for June at the normally-
scheduled time. While still at the field, the number of attendees 
will dictate if we hold it in the clubhouse or in the pits. 
 

 

The next club meeting is Tuesday June 16 at 6pm. 

 
Fly well, fly safe!! 
Bob Templeton 
President – RCRC 
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Wearing Face Masks and Social Distancing Actually Work to Contain 
COVID-19, According to a New Study  

The best practices for controlling an infectious disease like COVID-19 aren’t easy to follow—keeping six feet 
apart from others, wearing face masks in public, and, if you’re a health care worker, wearing shields to protect 
your eyes as well. 

But in a study published Monday in The Lancet, researchers provide the strongest evidence yet that these 
practices do indeed lower the risk of spreading the virus.  

An international group of scientists, led by senior author Dr. Holger Schunemann, professor of clinical 
epidemiology and medicine at McMaster University in Ontario, Canada,  analyzed 172 studies conducted in 16 
countries that looked at the connection between social distancing, wearing masks, and wearing eye protection, 
and the risk of transmitting the virus. The studies included people with COVID -19 infections in addition to those 
with two other diseases caused by coronaviruses, SARS and MERS. The studies were observational, meaning that 
they tracked infection rates among people who practiced any of the aforementioned behaviors. Of the 172 
studies, 44 (involving more than 25,000 participants) also included comparisons between those who followed 
the behaviors and those who did not. 

When it comes to social distancing, the analysis showed that, on average, the risk of getting infected when 
remaining 1 meter (a little more than 3 ft) from an infected person was about 3%, while staying less than 1 meter 
apart upped the risk to 13%. The further people stand away from one another, the lower their risk. In fact, the 
risk drops by half for every additional meter of distancing up to 3 meters (about 10 ft). 

“What we tried to do was bring everything together and sort out what distance might be the most effective, 
rather than an arbitrary threshold,” says Schunemann. Based on how far respiratory droplets from coughs or 
sneezes generally travel, most public health policies currently recommend standing at least 2 meters (about 6.7 
ft) apart in public areas, which the study findings support. “The virus doesn’t know what a meter is, or what six 
feet is,” says Schunemann. “What this evidence suggests is that two meters, or 6.7 feet, appears that it might 
be more protective than one meter or three feet.”  

The data also supported the benefits of eye shields for health care workers. The risk of infection among people 
who wore glasses, goggles or other face shields was 6% compared to 16% among those not wearing such 
protection. 

The studies included health care workers in hospitals, as well as people living in households with an infected 
person. The researchers tracked whether those in close contact to people who had a coronavirus infection kept 
their distance, wore a mask or eye protection, and whether they too got infected.  

 
 

https://time.com/5812313/trump-extending-social-distancing-guidelines-coronavirus/
https://time.com/5812313/trump-extending-social-distancing-guidelines-coronavirus/
https://time.com/5774521/coronavirus-face-mask-prevention/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31142-9/fulltext
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No meeting minutes to report… 

 

Important Links: 

RCRC Website: 

https://rocketcityrc.com 

 

Direct link to the current weather conditions at the field: 

https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KALHUNTS256 

 

FAA Registration: 

https://faadronezone.faa.gov  

 

FAA Recreational Flyer Information, Guidelines, and Policies: 

https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/ 

 

RCRC YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBPcz2UzsCDMR-oAO-PaA4g 

 

Academy of Model Aeronautics: 

https://modelaircraft.org 

 

 

https://rocketcityrc.com/
https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KALHUNTS256
https://faadronezone.faa.gov/
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBPcz2UzsCDMR-oAO-PaA4g
https://modelaircraft.org/

